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PART I (COKCLUDED ) 
FEBOLD I'EBOLDS ON 

The follo1:ring pages are a continuation of excer pts from a 
manuscript ·wr itten by Mr. Boc:~h . c~,:icbrning Nebraska ' s foromos·c 
l egende.ry character., Fcbold 1"oboldson. A few to.. l os lwvc o.ppoo.rod 
in tho Prairie Schooner ., Southv;cst Review and Omaha Worlc1.- Horo. ld., 
to whose edito rs Mr . Beath makes aclmonlodgmcnt for pcrr.tlssion- to 
reprint. 

VIII 

JUST WIND 

The first thing a stro.ngor asks when ho visits the great pls.ins 
country for the first time is "Docs tho ·wind blow this ,my all tho · 
time?" And tho na tivo alvw.ys answers nwo., sometimes it blows hard­
er." That is ., the uvoraco no.tivo makes this ropJ.y. But Bergstrom 
Stromber g vrould probably make tho stranger l isten to hi::, st ory of 
tho musical wi nd . 

At a ro.lly of old timers up his wuy Bcrgstror,1 vms G.s!cod -,,h ich 
ho ·chou:)1t ,;ro.s ,:or:::;t f or t ho country: grasshoppers, drouths , floods., 
tornadoes, Congress., or·Wo.11 Str oot . As everyone oxpoctod him to 
suy ono of tho lust t-wo ., it 1Nas quit e a surprise when ho o.nsworod 
that tho musical vlind vms tho most dcmor2.lizin6 thing vrhich over 
hit tho great plains . 



It co.mo during one of tho presidentia l years . Bor gstr om 

didn't know vrhich one , because his Unc l e Fobold had forgott en to 

toll him when he told him tho story. Anyway, about the first of 

August just when tho fo.nncr s were beginning to harvest their b i g­

gest crop in year s ., th0ro suddenly sprung up o. cool breeze f'rom 

the East . T.he mon harvesting wore of cours e glud to cool off• 

As soon o.s they relaxed they b egan to hoar music ovcrywhcro . It 

was mostly music for those old time circle tvro- stops and squurc 

dances . 

Harvesting ,va.s over then o.nd there . Everyone begn.n dancing 

and singing to that musico.l wind . It lo.stod ux1ti 1 the second 

Wednesday in November and then stopped all of a sudden. Thon v:ord 

ca.mo from the East tho.t Wall Stroot had g;o.inod control of tho country 

again. Febold he.cl a sneaking idea that the politicio.ns started tho.t 

musical wind to keep the farmers ' minds off politics • 

"And I don ' t trust those hero radios ., neither, " said Bor gstr om. 

"You co.nt t never toll what kind of wind is goin ' i n tho oth er ond. " 

Not to be outdone by · Bergstrom, Eldad Joh..11son hacl to toll an­

other of his wind stories . It seems that after tho fo.mous blizzard 

of ' 44., which was twice as bad as tho one in 1 88 ., Fobold wont out 

to milk his cows , but h0 couldn1 t find them. However ., ho d:i.d find 

that the wind had been model l ing things out of cnow. · Thoro ·wcrc · 

cnow imagos of cows , chickens , horses , r c,bbits ., piss, sheep., dogs ., 

and even a perfect snow man. Fcbold vms rcl w-nys a thrifty sort of 

cuss , so ho collected these snovr ani:mo.ls Trith a. viow to selling them 

to a museum or side- show. Ho gr,thorcd them c.11 into his yo.rd . 

But weather is a. tricky thing . The next day tur::ied warm and 

before Febold could get his snow images dovm i nto a cooJ. cave the 

snow·meltede The snow horses became r eal horses, the pigs real 

pigs ., and the snow man Eldad ' s grandfather . 

"There was just one thing peculiar., " said Eldad . "The Ra.bbits 

didn ' t melt . When I vva.s a boy it used to be fashionable for people 

to place them on their front l avm for every dog in town to bark at . " 

The mention of Elda.d ' s gr andfather reminded Hor ebo ld F'arvard.:. 

son of the trick which the wind once pls.yed on tho:i.; v10rthy gonl; le­

man • The old man was blown off a windmill and lit flat on his 

stomach. Of course the ,\rind was lmocked out of him., and ho was 

apparently dead. Anyway, Febold built a coffin o.nd son-c for a ll 

his relatives to come to the funeral the next day. 

The funeral procession hadn' t got half way to tho cemetery· nhen 

a hurrican hit it o.ncl blew everybody back to the old home Dlaco. 

When Febold started to l ook for Eldad J ohnson ' G gro.ndfe,the~ ho found 

him climbing down from tho windmill . Tho vrind had bl o-rm life back 

into him as well as blowing him back on the mil l. 

The only thing the old mun said to Fobold when ho r oached -:;ho 

ground was "That consarnod wind is sure fierce today, o.in ' t it , 11 



IX 
FISH 

Fishing noviradays., to hear Ber gstrom Stromberg tell i t , isn't . 

what it used to be when he a nd his Uncle ·Febol d used to fish in the 

good old days. Many a night Ber gstrom used to be kept awake by dog­

fish barking under his bed. Methods of fish ing., too , have changed 

considerably. 

When Febold first came to the plains country the Dirtyleg 

Indians wer e fishing with tobacco for bait . When the fish came up 

to spfro the Indians hit them in the head with their tomahawks . But 

the Civil War stopped the supply of tobacco and nearly ruined the 

fishing. Febold., however, came to th e rescue with his Califor ni a 

raisins. Rai s ins didn,tt make the fish spite, but they put iron in 

their bl ood . The Dirtylegs then simply picked them out of ·the water 

with magnets . 

The year Febold had the boat concession at Diamond Bar l ake he 

developed an entirely new sys t em. Ho would never allow lines or 

hooks to be used . The method of fishing was to whistle and tho dog­

fish would jump i nto the v.hist ler's boat. I f the fisherman whistl ed 

too often the fish would sink the boat and escape . Thus greediness 

was a l ways punished. If Fobo ld saw that someone vms going to get 

away with more than his share , ho wou ld whist l e under his breath and 

tho fish would jump back into tho l ake. 

Foboldfs export knowl edge of fishing once came in handy in the 

beginning of his groat fight ago.inst tho pernicious Califor nia 

influence which onco threatened to depopulo.te the country. When 

the great California go l d rush started it :mado Febo l d peeved to see 

California. draining a ll t he people and money out of tho rest of the 

countr y., so he started in to catch some of th o suckers for hims elf. 

It v.ras about tho.t time tlw.t P. T • Bo.rnum made his famous remark : 

"There ' s a sucker born every mi r.ute and every •s i xty seconds one goes 

to Califor nia. ." 

Since tho gold r ushers wero rushing go l d it 1:vas up to Fobold 

to discover gold in tho plains rivers. T~is ho did ' by stocking tho 

rivers with Poruvic..n moul ting goldfish. hoso fish, which also 

fooled the Spanish during their conques t cf Peru., shod their gol d­

en scales every week. Tho bottoms of tho rivers soon gl ittered 

l ike a Californian's a ccount of his adopted state . 

Tho minute a '49er wo uld seo this gl itter ho vrould unsling his 

dishpo..ns and go to work. But Febold fina. lly decided i t was no use 

trying to hold them., because after wo rking fo r ty or fifty yea.rs 

they would move to California any,.vay. 

The str~n; ost fishing talc in Bergstrom's collection concer ns 

Febo ldt s conversion of Carrio lfation from boozing to throwing 

bricks through saloon windows . One da.y Febo l d wont fishins o.nd 

forgot his bait . Ho was about to go homo vrhon ho sm:r a snc.ko with 

u frog in its mouth. Like a ll heroes of fonnor times Fobold could 
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spco.k with o.ni:mn.ls . He offe r ed to trade o. drink of -vrhiskoy for tho 

frog which tho snake had in its mouth. Tho snn.ko vas vrilling c..nd 

tho trade was rrf' .. do . 

Fobold hadn't b oon fishing ,;,ri th this frog ton minutes vrh on ho 

hoard something between thunder and tho rc .. ttlo of o. r attl esnake 

behind him. Ho t urned around o.nd th:or o i.v-ero ton thousand r at t l c­

sno..kos on.ch with a froi; i n its mouth, c,nd on.ch ,\T'D.ggj_ng i ts t~•.i l 

like o. contented pup. Fcbolcl didn•t r.:top running until ho r co.chod 

Kansas . Thero ho met and converted Carrio Nation. And so groa.t 

vro.s Febold ' s influence tho.t Kansas ho.s b een dry over since . 

X 

TIMBER WOLVES 

Ever y y cCJr that tho groat plains o.. r o plagu ed with grc,s shoppers 

Bor gstrom Stromberg is sure to insist that tho c lir.w.to i s cho.11g i ng 

again. He o. l ways clinches his argument by s £~yin6 t ha:t he hc,s also 

noticed o.n increc~s o in t rnbor wo l v os . According to Bergstrom' s 

logi c gro. sshoppors f ood tho flying fish uhi ch in t urn f ocd tho 

timber vro lvos nhoso very ex istence :Lndic~ttcs tho.t tho reforos to..tion 

of the pro.irios has sot in. Na.turo_. ho a rgues, h r:... s o.hro.ys vrorkocl. 

tho.t wu .. y over since his Uncle Fobold upset no.turo by trying to cx­

t c rmino.to tho gra.sshoppors . 

For years Fcbold had to l orc .. t ocl tho fhopJ? ors ., boco.uso they ,;,ore 

tho no.turo.l enemies of tho govorr...mont experts vrho t ried to run them 

out of tho country . But v1hon tho paste c.to up c. hundred Dirtylcg; 

Indinns in one da.y something hc.d to be done . Fobold fir st t ri ed to 

cc.tch them in l a r go sc.cks of buffo.lo hide ., but tho so..cks ruro so on 

co.ton up . Enro.gcd o.t this trick ho gr abbed o. hs.ndful cD<l t ried to 

drown them in tho river . Tho fish c.to them so fnst tho.t Fobo l d 

n oo.rly hc.d h is h and bitten off . 

This gc.ve him on idea. . Ho impor ted o. flock of flying fish to 

fly over tho plo.ins ond co.t up tho 'hopp ers • Soon tho fish boco.me 

o. worse n uiso..nc c them tho ins ects. Tho next stop wo.s t o [;Ot t imber 

Yro l vos t o c :7.tch the fish. And to keep tho timber no l vos hc,ppy 

Fobold had to plant cott onwoods all ov e r tho prt,irie nhi ch 1m.s of 

course not a prc.. iric any more ., but D. cottonwo od nood . 
, 

So tho gro.sshoppers would have sto..yod oxt or mino.tcd o.nd every­

body would ho.ve l ived ho.ppi ly ove r c.ft or., if tho Southurncr s ho.dn t t 

b oon s o gro..sping o.s to want more cotton o..nd r.10ro c;lavc stc,tos . A 

group of Souther n p l c~ntcrs hir ed Fobold to cxpcrimcmt wi th Cotton­

vmods and sent him a.n army of nogro cotton pickers . 

Tho firs t week vro.s a big s ucc os s . Tho nogr oos picked tho c otton 

off tho cottonwoods o .. s f o.r 2 .. s they could roo.ch . Fobol d knon thc.t 

niggers o. r o too lu:zy t o climb tr ees , s o ho he.cl to uso some other 

method. Ho brought tho cotton -rrithin rc::1.ch of tho pickers 1:iy b ond-
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i ng tho t r ees doubl e ::nd sticking their top bro.nchos in tho grotmr1 1• 

Tho Souther ner s thought Fobol d vms pr0tty smc.r t , tho.t i s , they cJ.:i..:.i 

unti l tho next yoo.r. For when they cc.mo back in tho spri ng those 

cottonwood trees ho.d gr own bo.ck into the ground cmd had completely 

diso.ppoo.rod . 

So thc'.t ' s vm.y., Borgstrom sr..ys , tho p l o.h1s stc.t os bocc.mo free 

and not s l o.ve . I t is a l so tho ronson thect most of thcr.1 execute their 

death pena l t i es by the electric cho. i r nnd not by tho rope . A rope 

is no good ·without c. t r ee . Bergstr om says thc,t if tho truth vrnro 

reo.lly known it noul d be found tho.t J. Stcrli!.1g Morton., the rope 

manufo.ctur er , i nnu guro.tod Arbor Do.y., Apri l 22 ., so thc.t ho coul cl se l l 

the prc,irie states ropes for cxocutinc; c r imi no. l s. Hovrnvor ., you cm1 1t 

lick the pov,ro r companies . 

But a l as for tho poor timb er vmlvcs t ,!hen tho cottormoods 

d i sappco.rod they vrn r o at a l oss for o. home . They tried to mii;rc,.to 

out of tho groat plains , but they vrnro stopped on the cc.s t by tho 

Mississippi, on tho south by t ho Rio Gro.ndo , on tho ·,·;est by tho 

Rockies ., fend on the north by tho Cc.nadic.n Horthvrost Moillltocl Polj_co . 

Finally, they retur ned to tho p l ains to die of homosieknoss for 

their n c.ti vo woods • 

Luckil y Fe bold ,:;as kind to o.nim.c.ln and coul cln ' t boc,r to sec 

tho timber 11ro l vos suffer. He tried to exp l ain to tho vrolvos th r:.t 

tho trees vroro just under ground . · He dug up c. fur: to prove i t . As 

soon o.s tho wolves cuught tho idou ., they Cel l bo; c,n to <.1.ig; them­

selves in nmong the buri ed trees • Boer.use of tho lo.ck of SlUllight 

each succeeding gcncrc.tion bcco.mc s1;1D.llor thcu1 tho one before . To­

day they o.ro only D. frc.ction of thoir former size nnd o.ro conunon­

ly kno,m o.s prairie clogs . 

XI 

DROUTH BUSTING 

If you v;c.nt to make o.n old time plc.insmc.n sore., just rernind 

him tho.t geographers used to lo.bol h i s po.rt of tho country- the Groc,t 

American Desort . If you try it on Eldc.d Johnson you will hoc,r 

some very uncomplimonto.ry things o.bout map mo.kor s . Tho most ho 1.vill 

admit is thc,t there arc n few drouths now o.nd then., but thn.t they 

c.ro nothing like they used to be before his Uncle Febold got i:.cft er 
' them. 

vVhat the pl ains country needs ., ho ahro.ys insists 1 is ct g;ood 

old drouth buster. Back in the co.rly do.ys there v;csr_tt a clrouth 

over en.mo out of Ko.nso.s vrhich Fobold coul dn ' t bust in 24 hours . 

In fo.ct ., Fobold wns just too good o.t drouth broc.king . As soon o.s 

he goto. rcputo.tionJ tho stc.to of Cc lifornio. hired him t o sto~ their 

oarthqua.kes . Eldo.d says there must ho.ve boon sor.io trouble c;b;ut 

so.lo.ry or something, boco.use Cc.l ifornin s eems t o hc.v c qucJ:c s rbout 

as often o.s th o plo.ins hc.vo drouths . 

ST ATE TEACH7 S COLLEG , 
KEA EY EBR 
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One yeo.r the neo.thor bogc.11 to got hott e r c.nd drier c·.nd droutl:­

ior every day . Febold was a lvrn.ys c. good nc.turod cuss , but this 

drouth vms beginning to spoi l his fishing o.nd it mc'.dc hira rc,thor 

peeved . " This hero sorta thing ho.s gottc, stop., 11 snid Fobolcl to 

himse l f , r..nd begc,n t o think. F obo ld wo.s o.lnay s c. fc..st thinker. 

In c, few minutes ho had more tho.n a hundred v-rc.ys of bustinr:; n drouth . 

Ho decided to use tho noise method , boco.uso ho remc:mborccJ. tltc.t it 

goncr o. lly r ni:ried o.ftor bc.ttlcs , no.tionc..l conventions , o.nd such lil::c 

noisy affo.i r s . 

How to mo.kc enough noise ? Tho.t wc,s the prob l em. Th o Diri.;ylug 

Indicms wore t oo lazy and tho white sett l e r s ·wore so dry tho cou l d-' 

n ' t spoo.k. But Fobo l d wc.sn ' t o. :m.nn to be stumped, especially Yrhon 

ho wanted to go fishing r od bo.d . He hit on tho id.co. cf making u se 

of his fishing compo.nions , the frogs., who ahroys had good l oud voices. 

Hovvever., a frog won ' t croak unl ess ho's i;ood cmd vrot . This diffi­

culty wo.s overcome in c. minute . 

Fcbo l d hypnot ized o. couple of fro0 ::; c.nd told them it v;:~.s rain­

ing . They began to croak with j oy and stnrtod spree.d ing tho nons . 

Soon every frog in tho country bcgr.n at· tho top of his voice c.ncl 

inn. few minutes there wc.s enough noise in tho c ountry t o bivo the 

Dirty log I nd i ans t Ro.in God o. hoo.dachc. According t o spcc ificc.tions ., 

down crune the rn.in and me.de ever ybody happy., includ in:; the frogs 

o.nd Febold . 

That was only one way in ·which Fcbold us ed to bust clrouths., and 

it wc.sn t t a very good way at thc,t . It could only be u sed once a 

season, because so nuch water came doYm that o.11 the fr or,s G.lld not 

a few livestock wore ·washed down to tho C-ulf of Mexico. It t ool: a 

whole yor,r f or them to got be.ck c,nd r oc.dy for Febolcl' s next ex­

periment . 

11 Nope , 11 sa i d Fobold ., 11 I'm a.fen.rel ·thi s hero noise methoc1 is a 

li ttlo t oo hard on tho country. Next time I ' 11 h2.vo t o use some­

thing gent l er." 

This " something gent l er.," accordinc to El duc1. ., nas the best thing 

Fobo l d ever invented, becau se i t ' s automat i c . I t not onl y turns on 

tho ro.in, but turns it off., too. And i t ' s still vro rking todecy just 

o.s g;ood 2.s v:rhcn Febold first tried it out , b cco.uso i t t s based on 

humo.n nature and humc.n no.tur o ' s c.lvmys tho so.me . 

When Fobo l d started out to study this drcuth pr ob l 01-:,. tho firct 

thing ho noticed vms that people vroro always ta l kb1g about tho vroathcr . 

Everybody kept saying 111Nhat a wond orful thin[; it would be if ·we ' d 

only got a good rc,in. H And then they ' d run £~ml l ook ::~t the thermo­

meter and say 11 0 dear ., 0 dear • 11 Thon they' d -rd.pc their brous and 

l ook at tho sky and start the ,·rho l o th i nr; ovor cq;cdn. 

Now Fobol d vmsn't much of a socia l lion and had never oven hoard 

of Emily Post . Eldad snys ho doubts whether Febold even l·.J.1ev j_-t; 

vmsn ' t good manners to keep t c,1:icini; a.bout the wee.th or , but h e d id 

knovr one thing ancl that wo.s tho..t a vmtchod pot never boilG e No more 
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woul d it ruin if peopl e kept talking a.bout r u in. If peopl e he.cl to 

to. llc., l ot them tc. l k a.bout somethinc; except tho vroa.thor. 

The moment he gro.spe<l t h is fu..-i.clo.nento.l i dea F ebo l cl knon he 

must keep people's mine.ls off tho weather o.ncl mrJ.cc thon to. l k cJ)out 

_s omething e ls e. This wo.sn t t o.s oo.sy c.s it seorru:;. Movies , brcse­

b o. 11., :iu tomob ilos , e:.nd r uclio sto.r s hadn't boon invented yo-l:; . Of 

c ours e ., peopl e might tc.lk a.bout l ove ; but thoy c1idn 1t. They s :' nG 

c,bout l ove., o.nd singing d i dn 't count . Fobo l cl o.t lon;;th decided 

to t ry out his ovm fo.vorito indoor sport nnd b elieve it or not ., 

so.ys Eldo.d ., i t did tho t rick. 

Right in tho midst of ono of tho vror st d r ouths tho ;;roc:l; plr::in s 

hud ove r cxpori oncod Febo ld bogo.n to critic ize t he [_;ovor m10Ht . Ho 

l c...mbo.stcd ever y offic e holder fr om the c ounty ass ess or t o tho 

socrotc.ry of tho trcnsury. Gro.duo.lly ev e rybody bcc;:::m to r e lieve his 

f eelings in this :m.'1.1mer . Tho sport b oco.me so popular thc.t one do.y 

the woo.the r YVO.S not mentioned during the whole 24 h ours . Tho in­

ovito.bl o happ ened . It bogc;n to r n ifl and r c. i Eocl o. ll night . But i n 

the mo r ning ovo r yone "was sc.yin6 "My., ·who. t o. fine re.in. Just who:t 

-vrn need ." And it stopped then o.nd the r e as if it nus i nsul ted., vrh i ch 

indeed it wo.s ., accordiEg to Eldad. 

Novorthol e s s ., Fobold I-1ad introduced politics c, s £t powerfu l 

a.ntidote f or woo.thor a s u topic of convor sc.tion o..ncl had reduced tho 

numb er c..nd severity of c.rouths cons i dcr o.bly. Tho system doesn't 

·work perfect l y o.11 the tir:io ., but durinc pr os ident i ::i. l yea.rs you 

never sn:w such o. wot c ountry o.s the i::; r c2.t plc.ins • 

XII 

CALIFORNIA 

Just why ::md ·when Fobcld vront to Cn l i f ornic. c.nd y;hotho r ho ,vnnt 

f or good or onl y for c, visit no 0110 p orhnps uill over 1-cn ovr. Borg­

strom Str ombe r g th in1':s ho ' s cone only for o. v i sit. EldL:d J ohnson 

i s probr.bly of tho smno opinion ., but in I3o r 6str omr s pr0scnco ho 

ull,·,rc,ys tc.kos tho opposite view o.nd g i v es vent to his ox rcspor o.tion 

with his nc,ti vo prairies o.nc.l h is own suppressed clos ir o t o c;o t o 

Ca liforni ::1. . All y ou need to c~o to stc,rt then off i s to c,sl-:: in u 

co.s ued 1n.':.m10r when Fobold is coming be.ck. 

"He ain't never c oming back., 11 Eldad vdll snap at you in a 

voic e anything but casua l . 

"How do you know he ain ' t ?" Bergstr om will ask. 

"Becaus e any man as smart as Febold vrould know enous h to stay 

away from this here man - killing, God- forsaken country. If you 

ain't bur ned up by drouth and winds hot as hell or frozen out by 

b lizzards and hai l stonns ., you ' re eat up by grasshopp ers ., t;peculo. ­

tors , a nd politicio.ns . Febold tried his danmodest to malrn this 
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count ry fit fo r a white mo.n to liire in. But it can' t be done cc11 d 

I don ' t blame him for go ini; off to Califor nia with the r es t of the 

sensible peopl e . " 

uwhoo. ., there ., o. in1 t you just a littl e str ong., " Bor gstrom ,-rill 

say. 11 Romember ., Fe bold a in' t no lily- liver ed cn.ko- co.ter like yo1.u 

Those hero plc.ins is a tough country nnd i t takes tough veop'.l.o to 

live hero o.nd Fobol d n ev e r bo.cks out . 11 

"Just tho so.mo ho did go to Co.lifornio. and ho o.in ' t bo.ck yet 

o.nd riovd r will b e . Do.rnnod if I nouldn ' t go myself if I onl y hnd 

tho t}ino and mone y . I lmov, Fcbold m1s o. tour;h feller o.nd liked 

a ;;,;ol-:_ : _big job., but ho wo.s smo. r t ., too , srnr,rt enough to lmovr vrhon 

he vms licked ." 

11 Lickod ., helll Ho o.in't b egun t o fight yet . All those tricks 

he used to pull i n the ear l y days ain ' t nothing to ,vhat ' s go ins to 

b e done when he gets back. Say., do you r ea lly vra.nt to lmow just 

why Febold went to Cali fo rnia 7tr 

"Want to knowl Gripes , I do knowl And so does anybody el se 

with a lick of sense . He went to get away fr om here and enjoy 

h is old age vn thout fighting this damned count r y for a living a ll 

the time . I heard he was a bartender at Tia Jmmn till ho made 

a little money on tho horses . Then he bought some steamships 

trading with China or somewhere . I think ho had a fruit farm., too ., 

and was in tho movies for a vrhile. 11 

"Rot., you old fooll You ought to know Febold's too big a mafi 

to monkey with such things . Hor se races ., steamships ., fruit farms., 

movi es , baM Do you think Febold would meGs a r ound wi th that stuff ? 

Neverl What h e went to California for vm.s to study . 11 

" Study what ?" Eldad a l ways a sks in a tone of utmost c ontempt. 

11 Irrigo.t ion and forestry ., 11 Ber gstr om c'..lwqy s replies . "Science., 

you know. Things is done different how. 1i\Thon Febold gets back 

ho ' s go ing to put some water and trees on those h ero p l o. ins Emd no 

fo oling . 11 

11 C1:m t t be done , 11 says Eldo.d . 

11 You just wai t and soc ., 11 says Borgstrom. 

Thus Ber gstrom and Eldad c.ro -rront to dispute the second com­

i ng of their f amous Unc l e f o. r into tho pr overbia l night ., but just 

why and when Febold wont to California and nhothor ho wont fo r good 

or only f or o. vis i t n o one porho.ps will o-vor know. 
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Editor,s Noto : 

PART II 
ANTOINE BARADA 

Antoine Bo.ro.da ranks second only to Fcbold as rt l ce;ond:'.lx:>r or 

mythico.l cho.ractor of Nobr c,ska . Thoro i s ovido:::1cc , however ., +;hut 

a p er son by this numc rea lly lived., evi d ence which is l e.eking in 

tho case of Febold . As to how much of tho story given bc l o-ri 

(writt en by memb ers of the Project ) is t rue ., ,·1c do not lmoi;,. 

- - - - - - - - - -
Antoine Bnrn.dn. vo.s tho s t rongest man -rrhc eve r r oetmcd tho shor o:3 

of tho Missouri River . His no.mo was knovm and his fontr., of strcx:gtll 

r olo.tod in u l l tho sett l ements a lon6 tho rive r ' s bc,riJ.;: . Ono who 

clo. imed him o.s [l friend ho.d CL decided advc,ntc..;so in c.ll c.rsumont ,Thero 

might mc1.dc right . Evon those vrho ho.d n ever soon Bo. r e.de. h~ .. d c, i;rc,•.t­

or r espect fo r o. pars.on whoso co.us e vra.s chc..mp i oncd by Ant oine . 

As his r oputo. t ion grcvr., tho to.las of hi s pr odigious foo..ts o.:!.' t:t r oc',gth 

been.mo more o.nd more oxo.ggora·cod by frequent ropotit:i.on, until ., 1;omo­

who.t like Ho.11 CCL ino1 s l;Vhito Prophet ., tho superman boccm:o e.hn.ost 

suporno.turo. l . In t his vmy it co.mo nbout thc,t .A ... '1toi no Bo.n1.dc . ., 11 Thc 

BogoymD.n., 11 wets hold in groei.ter foc.r tho.:n tho rca J. Antoirco Bc. r c,da , 

o.nd vra.s credited with fonts of strength b eyond ctl l roc,scn • . 

Anto ine Bo. r o.da vro.s tho s on of Count Mi cho.cl l3c: r c,dn ., r·. gc,y 

Po.risio.n , o.nd Ll:'.ugh inr.; Wo..ter , o. protty Oino.hn. Ind.ic.n me.id on, ,rhoso 

romo.nc o is scdd to b e one of tho most bon.utiful i n hi story • . Si:nc:o 

she wns of tho Omo.ho. tr ibe, the count and his wife roGidocl i~1 

Thurston County, Nebrc,sk::i. . Ai1.toine spent h is k .tcr yoo..rs on tho 

r osorvc.t ion vvith them. Ho died in 1866 c,ncl ,;ms buried bos:i.d.o hiG 

wife in Richo.rdson County., l'Jobrc.sko. ., C'. t tho 1:ll;t l u vi llr.i;c of 

Bo.ro.dn. ., ·which ,,ms nc.mod in his h onor . , 

This Sn.mson of tho ninotoonth century wns n o ordina ry follorr. 

Tho l ogonds of h i s f onts ho.vo stubbornly persi sted fo r o.lmost a. 

centur y ., n.nd his vo.. ri od ca r eer o.s chief., captive ., trc.dor ., scout 

ond pilot deserves mo r e them po..ssing notice • . · 

Ho wns born in 1807 n oecr whc.t i s nov1 Fort Culhoun i n Wash ... 

ington Coun:by. When ho vms 7 yon.r s old, ho vn,s cc.pturcd by the 

Sioux o.nd hold for 2 years . Some t r o.ders finCLlly bour;ht h is r c­

l oc.so for 10 ponios ., returning him to his pcronts . Colonel Eor;ors 

ho.d permission from his p c,ront s to t;c.ko Antoi ,:e to tho I:Ii lito.ry 

Academy. In St • Louis ho mot his o.urit , Mc;do..m Mousotto ., vrho took 

him to her homo o.nd disuo.d od him f r om o.ny mili tc.ry G.mbit ions • He 

gr om up i n St . Louis , living wi t h hi s aunt . Ee ·worked r.t many 

pl aces in that city., eventually b ecoming superintendent of the 
quarries belonging to Withnell and Coats .. He could lift a wei ght 

of 1.,800 l bs. clear of the gr ound . 
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When h e was 25 years old, he left St. Louis a nd r ejoined his 

t ribe . In 1836 he returned to st. Louis, vrhere he narried J osepl,ine 

Veien. After a trip to California in 1849., he returned via Paw:.n1a · 

and New York. He then began to farm in Richardson County, Ncbrc. f;ka , 

wh ore h e r a ised a f amily of 3 b oys and gir l s . In 1875 he v i s i ted. 

the Black Hills . He often pa id vi s its to his tribe ., nnd in his l tJ.st 

years hr.d a strong des ir e to r etur n to them p ormc.nent ly. His a.p!>li­

cation for a. l l otmcnt of lo.nd for him a nd his fo.mily wa.s r e jected ., 

however . 

When ho died., ho had friends from tho Mis s ouri Ri ver t o tho 

Pa cific Const who r cmombcr cd his good deeds , kind words o.n d r:;enoros i ty . 

Ho was buried in tho Cn.tho lic Comctory co.st of Bc. r ctdo. . 

· The r ea l Antoine Bc. ra.du vms undoubtod ly a mo.n of unusual strength 

and, l ike ot h ers of his day who lived in this vrilcl. coui1try., had ma.ny 

int eresting c.dvcnturcs . But the legendary .A.11.toinc Bc,ra.do.. , the strong 

man of tho river , wc..s in a. chess by himsel f . Tho tc,_lcG of his super ­

human f en.t s of strength wore like those of tho Ar nbi o.r~ I~ni bhts • 

It was so.id that ho discovcr ud Artcsio.n .-ro lls in l\Jobro.ska ., yet 

this r cmc,rko.b l c di scovery was ent ire ly a ccidcntc. l a nd duo · J.o..rgcly 

to hici groat imp8.tienc c . Like mnny mon of gr crit str ength., ho he:.d 

t ho innocence o f o. child and tho r es tlessness of a tiger . 0nco c-. 

boo.t was ,.-miting to t i c up while ri. 40- foot polo .-,-a s being driven 

for o. hitching post. After watching the pql c- drivcr fo r sot:ic t ime , 

Antoine could sto.ncl. it no l on gor . Ho picked up tho derrick., hr.rnnncr 

o.nd o.1 1., c.ncl thrcn i t ov er into I ovrc. . Wl10n h e smot e the big t imb er 

wi th his mighty fist ., tho pole disc.ppori. r ccl , never to b9 r ocovcrccl . 

Indeed., i t went so deep i n tho cc. r th so thcd; ::.,·.n ::.,,. r tosic.;1 Yrc ll re­

sult ed, spouting vmtc r 50 f eet in tho nir . All in tho v i cinity ...-1ould 

ho.vc sure ly dr01:mccl h::'.d no t Antoine sat upon tho ho l e un-t il ovoryonc 

ho.cl rushed to sc.fcty. 

Mn ny l egends wor e mer e ly Horcul oc,n . For cxc.rnplo ., uhon c. b out 

bcco.mc foundered upon a. sc,nd- bc. r , tl10 Cc.ptc. in simpl y Y1hist l ccl. fo r 

Bo.rn.do.. A rope wc.s then thrown ashore ., Antoine c.ppco.rod ::md pull ed 

tho boo.t out into deep vrc'.t or . 

I3cco.uso of his im1occnco o.nd good no..turc , A.ntoino wo.s c. (;r cc'.t 

f mroritc ; no public gathering wo.s complete wi thout h im. Picnic::; i n 

tho t imbered gr oves vrnrc happy events in those co.r l y days . f'oop l c 

sometimes drove o.11 clc..y c..nd night to be pr osc::.rt ::.,-,_t such col cbrc•.t i ons . 

Roa.st v:ri l d- turkoy, vonsion, barbecued bison., c.nd other v i ::.,'.nds Hor e 

prepa r ed by tho vv0mon ; while the men p i tched hor s c::;hocs ., p l o.yod kitten 

ball , or engaged in oth er cont ests . 

I t v,o.s c.t such ::.:. picnic that Ba. r ude. ostc..blis hccl ni,: o.11- timo vrorld 

record o.s o. l one distrmco jumper. u-1.to i n tho for enoon; v,hilo ·tho 

women wore l o.ying tho dinner upon split l oc;s for ~clbl os ., tho moi'l. on;.. 

gaged i n o. broa.d- jumping c ontest . Anto ine , a]:rr..'.'.ys a. :modest mo.n, 

vra. it cd until o.11 of tho others hc..d competed. Tho r eco r d so fc,r stood 

at a disto.ncc of 10 foot, 3½ il1chos ; this , honcvcr ., ,;;c. s y,1c,dc by c,_ mnn 
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who used viroights which ho throw behind him D.ft e r h o trc.s well c l <Jr.r 

of tho ground . Since this wo.s o. now mode of jumping , Ant oine mr. de 

up his mind to profit by t his novol method of propu l sion . Qu i ckly 

pi cking up two boulders of o.bout 400 pounds each, ho stoppod to tho 

lino, swinging one on either s ide of him. With the third ::;wi ng he 

loo.pod., hurling tho stones ove r int o K::rns a.s . Spoctt~tor:, ho l d their 

b reaths o.s they so.vr him diso.ppon.r into the d i s t o.nco . Ho hr,d l ci,pecl 

so h i gh and so fo.r thD.t dinner ho.d to bo postponed f o r throe !10urs 

while ho vm.J.kod bo.ck . 

Bu t it must not b e thought thc.t o.11 of h i s contests of 

wer e with t h o l occ, l men in this spc.rscly settled t erritory . 

Bo.r o.de. mot o.l 1 comers from c..ny point of ttw wor l d who dn.rod 

him in o.ny fiel d whor e strength provo.ilcd. 

ntrn:ngth 
A:nto i no 

to moot 

Ho was onco mo.tchod to wrest l e with J cc,11 Po. l os , tho Greek 

wr est l ing chc..mpion . The mighty Po.los nets notor i om; f or h is r ough 

treo.tmont of o.n opponent. Antoil1e vron tho mc.tch by p i nchi n c his 

opponent with his toes whi l e he s l o.ppod hin into une cn,.,c i ou:m.oss 

with one blow of his our . 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Nebraska Fol k l ore Pamphlet Number Nine will be issued on or lJcfor·e 

October 1 ., 1937, and will contain So.ying;s nnd Pr over bs . 

-w,,r~.w ! LIBRA Y 
STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

K.EARNEY,.NEBRASKA 
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