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SONGS ABOUT :NEBRASKA 

September , 1938 

stat~ • 

The songs collected in this pamphlet a r e -those that are sung the 
mo st or a r e best known by the peopl e of tho ste .. t c . For ea ch song we 
incl ude a br ief histor y and we have i ncluded th o melody for those not 
sung to famil iar a ir s . In ea.ch case per mission to use tho words and 
music has been gr ant ed us by tho pr oper pr opri etor of th e song or tho 
holder of tho copyr ight . 

MY NEBRASY.A 

wo r ds and Music by Theodore C• Di ers 

The words and mus i c for this song wore wr itten i n 1922 by Mr• Di er s, 
who has charge of the mus i c extension wo r k at th e University of Nebr aska . 
Mr • Di ers , a native son of Nebr a ska , t ell s why he wrote the song as fol 
lows : " song writer s from every section have l audod tho bl ue skies , the 
wooded hills , the wavi ng grain and th e j ewe ls beneath the earth . Ne braska 
is s l ightly mor e than tfir ee sco r e years ol d and many of us a r e direct 
descendents of the ear ly s ett l ers . we still hD.ve a fevr citizens of t er 
r itoria l days and the history of tha t per iod is not unknown. Th eir lot 
was not an envious one and the bl essings about us a r e our heritage f r om 
those pioneers . To those who toiled and sacr i ficed not i n vain , ¥My 
Nebr aska r is dedi cated in the hope that a ll the popul~rity it merits or 
ach i eves wi l l hono r the men and women who came before us . 11 

The song i s sung by r ural chorus es at the s t ate Fair each year 
and is especially popul ar with the 4-H c l ub girls and boys. 

MY Nebr aska , 
Dear Nebr aska , 
stat e I love the best, 
Wher e pioneers f irst l ed th e way, 
Now lives the peo pl e blessed. 
And though th e sun shines hot in summer 
or cold winter wi nds may blow, 
It • s a lways fair weather., 
rn Nebraska , 
Wher e r eal fo l ks gr ow. 
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) My Nebro. sko. , 
I Fa ir Nobr o. sko. , 

Pra is e I sing of the e. 
No spot in o.11 t h e vih ol e wide wo rl d 
Is hGlf so dea r to me . 
Fr om dewy do.wn to flaming suns et , 
In t wilight o. nd long night through, 
;;;-e '11 o. 11 pull togethe r ; 
Oh Nebr8. ska ., 
We ' r e pro ud of y ou . 

NEBRASKA'S BATTLE SONG 

Wr i tten by Iro. Kel logg 

Th · · · h r · t d · th " · B 1 f is song , vm ic i rs c.p poa r e in · o Souvenir Song oo <: r om 
Mo.nila , 11 wo.s wr itten by Ira Kello gg of the First Ncbro.skc, Reg iment , 
who wa s uppo. r ent l y the po e t l auroat of his co mpnny . 1 t i s sung t o t h e 
tum, of " I; ixio ." 

Oh , the p l a insme n ' s s ons to the wa r have gon o , 
They'll put th e ir b ol ts o.nd blou se s on , 
And they ' 11 not r etreat till tho cau se i s won, 
But f :i. ght ,:, nd d i e fo r g l o ry . 



Refrain 

And t he birds shall sing in the time to come 
Hovr the marshalled soldiers marched home 
To dig fo r wrone; a gory tomb , 
And t h :i.s shall be their story 

AJ.l hail our gallant warriors , Hurrah! Hurrah! 
li'or freedom ' s l and they boldly ste.nd , 
And livo and die in glory . I-Iurrah l Hurrah ! 
All hail our loya l a rmy ., 

NEBRASKA, :r,TY }LATIVI; L.A11TD 

Yfo r ds by Gr ace Wol s h Lut gen , t:usi c by Leon Beery 

The wor ds to this song woro written a s part of a too.st presented at 
a dinnor [; ivon by tho Hayno ~(i nanis Club for tho Northwest lfob1·a ska Edi
tors 1 Ass oc i a tion i n tho spring of 1924 ., I!Ir . Doory , diroctor of music 
at tho r.'ayno Stato Nor mal Collogo and a lso song loader of tho J.ocal E: i 
wanis Club , composed t ho nusic a.nd sanc tho song at tho progro.m. It is 
the officia l Stato song of tho Hobr a s k:a Stato ·• ·oman 1 s Club , o.nd was once 
prosontod to tho Stato Log is lo..turo ., 
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You may sing of your oconns and lakosidos , 
Of your mountains so lofty and gro.nd, 
Of tho prairies I'll sing and my praises shull ring, 
For lifobraslm, my nn.tivo lnnd. 

Chorus : 
Out horo whore tho sun shines so brightly 
It turns all nature to gold; 
Iforo tho yellow corn grows 
And tho golden grain blows, 
While pa.sturos hold woo.1th untold. 
Tho birds fill the air with their gladness. 
Thoro ' s bon.uty on every ho.nd, 
rihoro tho rod suma.c glows o.nd tho goldenrod grows_ 
Nobraalm my nn.tivo land . 
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You may boast of your historic places 
Tell the tales of your primitive band , 
Not the past but today, be the game work or play 
In Nebraska, my native land . 

THE KI NKA IDER'S SONG 

word by Edwin Fo rd Piper 

This song is included in Mr. piper's collection of pioneer songs at 
the State University of Iowa. It is sung to the tune of "Maryland , MY 
Ma ryland," which melody is based upon the Gorman song "Tannenbaum , " which 
is possibly derived from an o l d Ita lian melody "Vittoria." 
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The sonG honors Moses P• Kinka id, congressman from the Sixth District , 
1903 -19, who introduced the bill for 640- ac r e homesteads , and was hailed 
as a benefactor of the sandhill r egion. The song is included in Sand
burg, s "songbag ," and in a syllabus compi led oy Miss Louise Pound. The 
song was fr equently sung by homesteaders in the Nebraska sandhil l r eg ion 
at old sottlers picnics , r eunions , or pol itica l gatherings . Th o phr ase 
11 out of s:ight11 was a slang term used in the late 18801s to indicate ex
cellence or quality . 

You ask what place I like the best , 
The sandhills , O• the old sandhills ; 
The place Kinkaider s make their home 
And prairie chickens fre e ly ro am. 

Chorus (for first and second vers es): 
In a ll Nebraska ' s wide domain 
' Tis the place we long to sec again ; 
The sandhills a r e the very best, 
She is queen of a ll the r est . 

The corn we r aise is our delight., 
The melons , too, a r e out of sight . 
Potatoes grown are extr a fine 
And can1t be beat in any clime . 

The peaceful cows in pastures dream, 
And furnish us with go lden cream; 
so I shal l keep my Kinkaid home 
And never f a r away shall roam. 

Chorus (thi r d verse): 
Thon l et us a ll with hearts sincere 
Thank him for what has brought us h er e ., 
And for the homestea d l aw he made , 
This noble Moses P• Kinkaid . 



THE CORNHUSKER 

official Field song of the university of Nobr:::\. ska 

BY Robert w. stevens 
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This v ot oran university song was written in 1912 and has become tra

ditional • rt was long the custom, o. t the conclusion of ev ery football game, 

for th o students to seal a victory or dof eo.t alike with the singing of 

'' The C!t7rnhusker. 11 rt is tho custom to stand with hoad bared during tho 

singing of this song, 

Como a running boys~ 
Dontt you hear that noise 
Like the thunder in th o sky? 
How it rolls along 
Jn a good old song 
For the sons of Ne-bras - kig 
Now it t s coming near 
With a rising cheer 
That will sweep all foes a.way , 
So with ~11 our vim 
we o.ro bound to win 
And we,r e going to win t oday. 
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Chorus : 

For Nebraska and the scarlet 
For Nebraska and the cream., 
Though they go through many a battle 
our colors still are seen. 
So in contest and in victory 
'No will wave them for the team. 
And 1 twill always stir 
A cornhusker 
The old scarlet and the cr eam. 

When the sun is bright 
And the fi e lds a r e ripe 
With the tassel on the corn., 
You can hear it gr ow 
In the evening glow 
or the hush of early morn. 
In the state so fair 
1 Tis the very air 
That inspires us with a zest ., 
That in any fray 
we will not dismay 
But wetll do our level best . 
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Ak-sar-Ben the best in the land 
Loyal men united we stand. 
We 1 11 all work together 
To make our Sta t e better; 
All ha il to Ak-sa r-Ben. 
Boost Nebraska best state of all , 
Knights you have answer ed the call; 
March on happy throng, 
Boost our stat e along ; 
All ha il to Ak-Sar-Ben. 
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NAT ION'S \VHITE SPOT 

words by Judge Lester palmer 

JSC Ak-s a r-Ben tune . 

Nat i on 1 s White Spot , best i n th e land, 
cr., r nhus::, ... :ra unit ed we stand; 
we a ll wo r k together-
Our t~xuf. ~r e lower: 
A.11 hr,il to Nebr a ska, r ah , r ah , r ah~ 
NatioL 1 S Whi t 0 Spot , all f ~;r mc:: ac lo'J , 
stu t e whure we pay a s we go, 
S'1.los t o.x we lw.v e none-
Good t~nec:: h e r e havo come : 
All lw.il to Nebra ska . 

DE.\R OLD NEBRASKA U 

Words and Mus ic by Harry pecha 

This song wo.s composed in 192 3 for m'.l l e quc, r t et use . It ho.s become 
ic of the most popular of th o Univer sity songs , and is sung a t gat herings 
'. Nebr askans , both in and out of the State , on shipboard , a nd in many 
, r e ign countr i es . 
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Thor o is no p l ace like 1-Yobruska , 

Dour ol d Hcbras:m U; 

VHrnro the :;i rl s a r c tho f ai rest , 

The boys a r e tho squarest , 

Of any o l d schoo l that I know . 

The r o is no p l ace liko Nebraska , 

Whor e thGy' r e a l l t rue blue ; 

We ' ll al l stick toEothc r , 

In a ll kind:o of ·Hoathor , 

For dear old Neb ra ska U. 

HEBRASKA , FAI R STATE OF TEE vVEST 

By llr s . C. E . Si ke s 

Tho v1ritor , inspire d by tho Iowa "To.11 Cor n " s ong , thought 
oul d ho.vo ono sug ,n;cstivo of thoi r State , a nd ·wrote thi s song , 
s p r obab l y sun,'.£ for tho fi r st time by Spanish Wa r vote r Qns i n 

sung to tho tune "Hot Time ." 

1Nhon you seo No bra ska c orn and whoo.t , 
Sur;ar ~ butter~ catt l e , hoga a.nd sheep , 
TlH;n you 'll ;:no·.!:ch0 ~ro'.rl t:. n c :/ -CO:'_., c:nd cat , 
lJobrc..slm , tho go.towc, y of the wost , IJob r o.slrn . 

I n Sept emb e r at our c- r oat State Fai r , 
You v1ill so c those p;oducts gat h e red t he r e , 
Thon you ' ll h oar tho people a l l de c l a r e , 
1Jebro.slm , Fair Stnte of tho 1Nost . 

1:ebraslmns 
Tho song 

1928 , It 



BLUE JAY MARCH 

wo rds and Music by Judge Lester Pa lmer 
a nd Eddie porrigo 

A cre i ghton University song . 
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Blue Jays fi ght for dear ol d Cre i ghton. 
Fight fo r the white and blue . 
Ra il to our Alma Mater, 
Sing to her colors true- r ah , r ah, rah l 

Hail to you sons of Hilltop. 
Vict 1 ry dopends on you- rah , r ah , r ah , 
Blue Jays fight for dear old Creighton, 
Fight fo r the white o.nd th e blue . 
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CHANT 

(univer~it y of Nebraska) 

The music fo r the ch2.nt was part of an omn.ha. Indian t un e a rranged by 
H•P• En.me s for o. pageant by H. B• Al exander in 1916 . In 1918 profe ssor R. D• 
Scott , of th0 University of Nebros ka , o.dapt ed wo rds to this mus ic. 

U r o.h , N r ah ., 

U - N - I ., 

U vars ity , N va rsity ., 

Ne - b r a s - ki , 

Ne - bras - ki . 

:NEBRASKA. 

vro r ds nnd Nfusic by Bess Gear hart Mo rri son 
a nd Elizabeth H• Griffith 

The chorus of this song , written a.bout 1925 , r eceive d a prize f r om 
h e Li nco l n Woman 1 s Club off e r ed fo r et mo.rching song to be 11.s ed nt the 
a tiono. l :F'edc r o.. tion of vYomanis c lubs 8.t At l anti c city . The words fo r 

B._:vers es we r e written l o.ter . 



Chorus 



You may sing of wondrous cities , 
o f mountains gr eat a nd gr and , 
Of busy hc. rbors t eeming 
With ships f rom ev iry l and ; 
We s ing of f a r fl ung prairies , 
u as t fi e l ds of golden gr a in , 
vre s ing of homes and hea lth a nd wealth , 
And men of br awn and br a i n . 

Chorus : 

Nebr as ka , Ne bra ska , 
we gr ee t her with three ch ee rs , 
Nebr aska , Nebr o.ska , 
Th e dr eam of the pionee r s , 
Nebraska. , Nebraska , 
The pride of a ll tho Wes t , 
With cities f a ir a nd pr a iries r a r e , 
Yfe love Nebr a ska best . 

We 1 ll carry on the s pirit 
of the har dy pioneer s ; 
we i r e bui lding fo r th e future , 
TO bless th e coming years. 
Then, her e i s to our Ne braska , 
Mi dway f r om sea to sea ; 
we s i ng of her for what she i s , 
And what she is to be . 

BRA.SKA FOLKLORE PAMPHLET Number 16 will be i ssued in October , nnd will 
nta i n BALLADS • 
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