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Amonb these was Rev. Peter Cooper, a >ethodist mi nister , who pr eo.ehcd 

the first sermon in Omaha on ,\ugust 13, l:8G4. The C.:O!'.lf~rec;ation consisted 

of 20 persons who met at the hooe of ·::·illiar.·1 P . JDowc.en. Jatc r , in the 

spring of 1855, Rev. Isaac Collins , who h'.ld succec:led Rc v<ronr: Coop,~r , C0!'.1 -

ducted services in the new Territorial Capito}_ bui1dinr . Cml:v (oix µc0ple 

were sufficiently interested to attend. 

The first Catholic J:ass ever celebrstu1 in :Tcbrasl:n took place in the 

sai- bui lding in ;.'ay of th.-:,t year. '.i.'wo :years later th"' Catholic Ulu rch des-· 

ignatc-_: the Nebr aska Territory as n separate apo:ot::-lic v ico.ro:Lo . At this 

time ther e we r e only two Catholi c c l e r gyrnon in thE:· territory, ser v ing three 

' hundred fa:11ilies in t C:wns aJ.oni::: ~he J.~issouri Riv -:. i· , B;v 1363, however, the 

Catholi c populati on nu11bcrcd 7 , 000, includ:Lng I n~'.i •:i. :1 ~ v,ho rmd t' ,idl ccnvcrtcdo 

The Chris+-i.an Churcl1 (oft en calh:d C,').l;i0bc] li tc;3 in the cal\' da,,s ) hnd 
. ' . . . " 

a niniste: r in the Sto.to as early as 1845, w! ;en , er, Jene 15, R,_vc rcnd Foster 

preached near the present s i te of Ogall ala. ~cnprcsati0no.J.ist:o were repre 

sented o.t an even earli er dat e , 1834, althou1-;h Vw j r chur'':hcs v:o rc nc,t est

ablished u:itil twenty yc~~rs l ater, in 1854, when Fcv. Rcu'Jen (rc,yl ord crw,J �~� c 

Or:1.0.ho. for that purpose. Rev E,rcnd Gaylor d , tw '.) y;' ~l i'E> l ater, c · -. plDiped that 

the r clii:;ious sentir.:,,nt in Or:".aha ho.d yet t o '::le cr, o. ccd ::i.nc. thr, re were few t o 

a id in creating it . 

Bo.pt: str- , v,ho had been r epresentec: ir. :Sc½rc,skn sinc: r J.8:S5, buiit t heir 

f ir st church in lfot r asko. City in August, 1'355. :!:ts fir st ccnr; n :gs.ticn was 

composed c•f 22 nenlers . 

One of the first Lutheran serons in the new ttrri.t ory wc,s prE:" ' Chcd in 

the front r oom of the :Se1tcs EousG, Dakota City , i n .fove,tbu·, J.8Sf.\. Rev. 

H, ~-: • . Kuhn , c. Tr i!!ity Lutheran missionc.:r y froF, f em:>sy]vania , vms the ninis-te, . 

Luthor,,rn churches wer e founc.led in Omaha and Font>;1ne::.le in the sane year . 

The Mor mons spent the winter of 1846 at the present site of Fl orence. 

nunber of this group, who did not choGse t o ccnti~iue w"\.tL ths r:co.ss r:igrati r,i, 

to Uto.h during the fo ll owing spri ng, settl u 1 in Gc: nol)., Nicbro.ra, anc: at sc:-- ·.,

tered points over the State. 

The Seventh Day Adventists, Episcopalians, llennonit cs, Unitarians and 

Quake:3 had ministers qnd adherents in Ncbrosk~ by t he time it had reached 

Statehr,od. Jews had alsc settled in Hebr.'3.ska , f1, r the nost po.rt in Omaha 

and l.inc ,, l n . 

?.:any of the early church ser v ices were held in st r ange pi.aces, suc,h o. s 

sodhouses, barns, r:w.chine sheds, cello.rs, courthouses, on thE uperi ~,r·'.J.:~rio 

and near creeks, in salo ons, in tents, in hotel dining r o~~s and , with the 

coning of the rail ro-id , in boxcars ancl dcpcts. Such primitive he-using fo.ciJ.·· 

itie s we re used unti l tho time cume when there vTc rc pccplc and wcc.ltr. cnou6h 

to justify tl.c building cf churches. 

The 3o.ptist Church of CUi11inP.; City , for instc.nco, wss or gf:!.nizcc: by Rev, 

E . G. Groat in Apri1 , 1869, in a side tracked boxcar. Services were conduct,, c 

hcrE:: for severo.l nonths. Another new congreg;c.tion m,; t in a scd stable. 
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~hen the Congregational minist e r , Rev . A , E . Ric~er, a rr iv~d in the new 

villa 6e of Crawford in 1886 , he prec.chc d in n t unt th.'J. t J. 1so s ,J rVv <! o.s n fe ed 

store . ; 1er.,bcrs of tl:c concrc6o.ti cn seutec; thcmsc lv·c s on r oue;h boo. r C:s tha t hu d 

_been laid ncr o :os fecG :)£\gs . ·., b:.. r b1:::r , 't.rith k cd1 bu .sinc ss f 0res:bht , r-,cvccl h is 

chnir i >1to one corn e r of the tent where he 'JW.J.S kept busy :.:. t hi:s tr::-~ ,~-, shnv-

ing- '. DC. cutti J.1 f the hni r of the nale ;i1 er.1b e r s c,f the c mlp ·c., €:-'.<ti cm thr oughout 

the s e,·v icc . 

The ~':et lrndst circuit rh1er , RC;v , Ch::ulcs ··:e lls, wo.s assip,Ecd t o Jeffer 

son Cc,unty in the c ::irly 18'/0 ' s . Ori one Sur~t.ty W' rn:i 10 0 , sh or tly nfte r he ho.cl 

tnke:1 ever this circuit , he chose the wrong: tra.il ·v tt e :; ch 1:cl;,ouse where 

0~1e of his c oc·;rc. rq!;o.t ic,:1s wo.s w::i.itinr, f or hi,:1 . TL e res1....l t in6 c' c lo.y n·:,Arntc d 

tc, several r ours , sc:- wh e n he wo.s o.b cut o. nilC' fr un h i s c1r stinnt ic' n h e r~:e t t; 1c 

entire church ,:; r ou p on t he roec: . Tire,: of vr: i ti i:e-, t h(,; we r e hc o.dcc: fe r t hci ,• 

horrles . Revcr€r.d .. _,..~ells fugcc st ed that ~e r\ric , ... ~ br ~.t l d V{ht.: re t l1c y were . Sc , 

c\.ftc r the c cnc r ccnt i cn ho d seut c ~; themselves ::.s tc ::: t t l:c,y cov.l J , h e p r oceede d 

to prc<1ch the Gospe l by t he roo. ds ic i:::: in the ·vro. y tlv . th irtt,e nth ce ntury S'.l.i r:,: 

Francis of As s is i used t c de . 

Re ve r enr1 ·.·:ells n l sc r c l o.t c s thnt it was t he cu::;tnr:: f'1 :, r rnc,bc rs of the 

c ons;re 0a c:i•m t o bri.nr tl:e ir m;n :. i r:;ht i ng focilit L:.: wht:: se rvice s were:; he' d 

in c c·i~ntry schcc 1housos o.t ni cht . Lt ime s uch Eecting , w1,0 r c fa; 1,c n .n c1 ·.·:el l-, 

was schec:ulc d to prc9.ch , Ui ch church mcn1b0r cnmc t ,· t he• :1cct i nc with she ex

pect9.t in n that an c:ther r.: e:1bcr would brine ] '1urs er can ,::·,_;~ . Th €.: r e sult wa s 

that the rn.:i.ni ::;te r , o. ftcr o. fift ecn - :~1i l e dri ve , wc.s forc e (; to prc9 ch h is s er- 0 

non in the dark . 

But it is doubtfu l if th<2 k ck of li ;_;ht no. c.:c ;:~·.:i ch c; ·~i f crcncc t c t he c J. Y-.1/ n.i.iniste rs since U:.c cakcshi ft pb.ccs of worsl 1. ip in :l ug,::u t s '.l.n c: so <ld i c s were 

r1atu rnlly co. rk , l it was not u.r,usual , ,:uri ne scrvic ,.· s , t c ::0 ec a :' reach1.o r h o l d 

a can d le in one hand and a Bible i n the ether . 

In th e 00.r l y 1870 1 s Rev . Gcc rgc ·.·; or l cy cr:::1tc.: ar:m sr,r,cnt whe n; a fte r 

p r eaching o. scrnon in o. soddi c. , he J:; c,c,:.;.,: c1 ar:.o:-.g the con;:- r c e:,ati ,),1 f e r the puy · 

prsc of shaking h::.rn :~s with the ::1rn:bc r s cf his fl c. ck :. i.t t he back ' ~ t he l! 'cc: ~ ~ 

li[1 ved ro or.i he hel1 cut h i s hand to one cf his so:1s , J m:1.c s -.-'crley , '.l.nc: sa: c, _. 

"Eow c'. ,. you r.l c . --~ho.t ' s your nune ?" Bystrrnc: c: rs r oet r cc: with l ai.,bhtcrn 

Vc ntil:::ti c'n f er a lnrcc cat hc r ing of rc c, pL· i n a sna ll r c cr. c rc :J.-tc d o.n "·c..'1c 
problen , c,spcda lly v:hen the weather w:, s c o l '~. ~'\ VE:' t w::., s usw:llly cut in t'-'" 
r oo f anc~ covered wi t h a box wh i ch wo.s c pcn at the s i c:e s . 

The pionce:r Catholics ho. C, the sar:i·c difficulti e s as the Protc,stant s i n 

finding suitable pb c es f or worship . In s 01:i.e w'.l.ys their (~ iffi cultiE:s were 

g reater because their cer cr:icnics VTcrc nc,rc c lo.b orat c . 

The firs t r:w ss in Tr enton was cE:leb r atcc; in .'), ro.ilroo.d sE.: Ct i ou hous o t C' 

which co.ch po.rticipa.nt hn d to brine his own chai r , The ult•-'r was c ,) ~1s truc u · :_ 

out of r oug;h boarc1,s nnC. crate lun bc r. 

I n Mc Cook mass was held i n a. rcilrcu~ ~cp ot i ~ 188 5; in Plnttsmouth i t 

,vo.s celebr., ted in the hC'1;10 of So.:cuel t':a rtin . The Rev . Gccq;c J . Glnube r wde 

trips to Re d Cloud fr on Hnstings i n 1878 t o ccl~bro.te mo.ss i~ the le ; hous e 

of -·: illi an Jacks on . ;,,, yc ::n late r , i n 187 9 , the Co. tr.c-l ics in the, c cnnunity 

of ~cst on were f orc ed to ha l t t he ir first c c l6brntion of th e ~ns s in u ho.r

ncss shop . 



Some locctli. t i.e s probab l y L.:i.d ·.vcnlth anj fOo p k enou r;L t c suppc rt a church 

but n ot suffici ent r c li 6Lm s interc;St tc justify i ts c 1·ccti c-1,- Such , ins the 

si.tuut i on Cc l o~c:i. ?.nr1 L':rs . IL S . babc ock fcu:1cl 'Nhc:1 t:iey arrivoc'. in },j l} , e r e 

County i .·, 187 1. " Sur:c: a.:,' , 11 wr ,: -tc Colone l Dabcoc k , " c cuJcl net b .:: c istin[. ;shed 

f r o1:1 tbc other d'.l.;ys in the we:ck . 11 

P l attsnc uth , i. n July c, f tLc SJ.l'lC y c o. r, he.cl no r c :n.lni.r: t c rs ·lJ , .').Ll c Lurch cc, 

'N.i.th th e r0 sult t}1sd:; the .f nr:ne r were f0rcoC:: tl., a. ttonpt st r cc::., p n .•ach i :1c> But 

ove n this ncv ,_; J. i (' c a war c: r•o;::-.cd tc fui l u r c: , n.s is best r ci.n tc c1 ir: n l e tt e r 

wr ittc7 by a v:sitor f r cn Charlot t e , ~ichiga~ , O. s . I n ~ham , t o the ef it or of 
his h c·,c, t ov. n raper . He., sui ,l : 

"Plutt s:.1outh ho. s bc twc0n tlnc ,; an(' Lur th ·: us ~rnd in 

h'.lbitantc . /1.r:1.0!l[ th c:n arc s crte ;.: r ,: tty t o1;,gh c he ps -- j_f 

swa.nrin t::: , ~; ri nk: 1g o. n l: g;a•·,_bling is any evidence . ,\s a 
l ~st re sort t he ~ ipisto r s have taksn tu ~t r c0t ~r eaching . 

cTus t after r e r, c hi ng hei·e tocby (Su:1r1a y) I he erc: who.t I 

sup:lo se d tu b e ,, serena c1e , althov gh 6 : 30 p . r:t . s c e:nec: tco 

cu rly f o r such :, :\ e v ent . rpor; clcsc r inv,:, sti r·· :,t icn , I 
l earnec. that tl;,, auc1 i cnce , which was s1:ca ll , v.ci s opori i :16 
t he :":.cctin:; by sin~;ing . Three or fou r :T1i.ui stc n3 , wr o we r (. 

f;COtl sinse rs , t ot•l{ i'G. rt . 

"TL c scene wns r3.tber luc1 i cr0us . ;~ few f:,i thfu l 

st 00d nea r the n i n istcr , then , all o. l c~c th~ st reet you 

cou l ~.l se E: he~ r}:: pc kc •:1
. ut!t c,f v:i nc: cv1s , fr OD. t he .:~ o o r s uf 

salnons , '::lilli~"r ,: h rd ls anc'. c r ccc ry st ,_,. r cs , ·nl-1 c:te ncn 
were pGrche( •' n ba rn, l:'l or c: r y G/-'lYl s b ox s s . The ~· vrcr ,,; 

o, 1 1 smok in~ , sta ri.n g o.t t:H, p r ecichc r s ,:rnc: naki ns c or.-ccnts 

tlio.t were a nythin~ but reli g; ious in cho.rnct e r . I ;;en 1 t 

bo li cvc the prcnchers , wh c to.lke,7 l cu c~ o.n c: lr •L[ , c onvc rt ec~ 

a s in r le s OU 1 • t1 

1\ few of the r1 inistE: r s f oun(: cnnc1 itions · .f worsh i p sc clan cc rc ur;; that t ·h( j 
hetc1 tn arm thens<':, J. vc s . s:;lr:cr E, . C . Bro,nc of thrc Re: org::rnizcd Church of' the 

Latter Dny So.j_~ts often cnrricc1 et r,isto l with h i n c:ur i ni:; h i s trips bE: tvrce:1 

Co l unbu s Em L: H8 sti,1 r;s i n the 1860 1 s . :i:-J:c tells of t i r:,es when he helu '1 Bio Je 

in enc hnnrJ. CJ.YI(~ a ristol in tl-.10 other , kc;e~in G b oth o. rticl.es in fqll v i t; VJ" r"' .f 

his c oncrcznti cn . 

Mr ,_. E . T . Grantha~:i. , ,:-,f Lir::cu l n , rcc'.3.lls ::rn interestin g; e xp e ri ence o::' 

his fo.t l.c r , a I1ct)1oc::.st circuit r i clcr , h1 Sw::rn City (novr a chest t ov;n ) C:uri c c; 
the enr l y 18 70 ' s : 

" The sa. l oon kc c rE:r , whose no,ne '\'ms Bi ll Staley , hc. c~ j u st built c•_ '10W 

buil~ing f o r h is wnrcs ; but , be f ore opcnin~ it he called on f ~thc r t o he l d u 

n ectinc i n it . F~thc r was o. b it dub i ous , but fin a lly , since the viJl?. 6e c1 i,.L'':. 

have o, church , c1 cc i L: cc: to t rv . So Ji ll 1ca ss cc: th o wor,__; :J.roun :: that father WC\S 

goinc to prL,'J. Ch · i n his r:cw s .;lc en c. n t he' f o lh,wini:; Sumb y aornini; . 

" Thu serv ice s bczan ets sc hedule ~ , with f ~tho r using the ba r for a pul;i~. 

EvE:'r ything went a lcnr; sncoth ly at first , but o. s the: r,wctinc: ~; r ccresscc1- n crow·· 

ing ,:J. i s tu r bance wo.s n0tic cc~ in th o stree t . Dil 1 went ou t t o s ec whc,t was 

2'.; 0 i n c on . , .. hat h e s aw wcrn ,1 l o. rec Ci owd c,f hocdluns :1 n c' riff r o.f'f vrho were 
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cursin1; D.r.l j ce rinc - El1cn they sc.w Bill, they hr,ot c c~ tho. -:; t h<:: y we re 1 0.[ 1 i n 1 

a ~cod J ri::k i ng p l a c e bein~ spcilcd by such ' ~o i n ' ons 1 '.:t n ~ thr~atcne~ t o 

f o rc e fully clc~r r ut the cnncrccati on . 

" Bi ll ' s answe r to their thrc1ts w::i_s to gr, be e:~ intl: t t e c h urch- so. l oon 

fo r his ; uns ; ::- ft cr v;hich hc to l C thf)r.t , ' You r i-~; w.rnt t c, r: isturb rc c, :: lc wL o 

h'J.ve cc,---ic hErc f or :1 couc' pu r p , sc. ~Tow , l et ,.0.c tel1 y cu s oe·,c thinr. ~ The fi r :_ I~ 

m'-1.n •rht c c:-:-,es nco.r this c'. oc r , un l es s he c oc.c s p c:, cc:,;b l c , is c.o i ~1r· t , ,1t·c :J. n 

c'occo rl ' 

" The rrwb i,,,,:lC'c.1i<"\teJ.y quiate ,~ c1own . Some of t'.rn .1cc·: e v er. c -~ ;.1c int c· the 

sa l oon f or the me e ting , which fnth c r had contir.uc ~ throur h ut t he f c. r cgo i nr 

event· a s if ncthin f ha ~ hurpenef ." 

A beer r.:o. rc:en :1t th(;; c•utsk i rts cf Danu:,bi·r, ._,: ';.··t s :1 n cther 1,nusua l r' l'.)cc 

for a reli ri ous neetin[ . People fr 0n ~iles \ r ru nf c ~~ E h e re f or their re vl:J· 

rics in the eG.r ly J. 890 1 s , 'Jec i usc , in c on jur_cti cn with t h e, bG c r t£",bl e s were 

::i win e· r o c•m , o. sh ew hou c: e ,:m e' o. (~s111co hal l. It w:;., s thc.n, f c r c ,,_,, t sur>)ri si rig 

that the, c c1,.,mu n i t y wa. s b ctL cu,1a z E:c1 :.:-m'. curi c·us wJ.c.:1 it Lv :1 r '..: t h -,.t ·:hc lie0r 

go.rdcn , which SCI'll: r c f c rrb '. t o ::is the " Devil I s i n:_( r s ·~:1ctuc , 11 'l: 'J.s [" ing tr, 

be used fern r C'vivr1 l :,e cting . 

The :·<,c tin[ wD.s o.rr:i.n[C:C; by Rev . ~~ - -.-~ils "l n , now c f Jinc:ln , vrh o te l h 

thnt the, cvo.r: .,:::c li st , _Rcv . H . L . Powers , o. sn'.1 11 -,_~: n wit L c h i :1 whiskers , c:. o -· 

ci::lcf. tho.t t he best t: )\_.51c fc,r his scn10n vras the su rr ·: u. n,' in,_- s in which h e 

prcc chc:' . • Be nn:-.1c c1 it his " De-i;-il Scr.;:on ." So , L, ;, lc >:' L1c wi t '.1 his cong:n ·· 

c:i.t i on , he sai c.1 : " The Dc:vil o.n c: his o. llics -- r:rin1-: , cnr,' s , ,1nnd.'1p; , t cbo.c::: o 

und scoffinr , a r c a ll o. r cun~ y cu . Yuu ' re i n h is h cusc now but wc. 1 1, push 

h in ou.t bcco.uso we h8.vc co.rri,>7. tho battle i n t r his str :- nc;br l (' . " 

Revcrcnc1 P cwc rs v;o.s well S'J.tisficr: with the results ,:;,f his r cviv,J.l :1 ee t·· 

inr in the beer rc.r ~c n . He esti~utsC that 75 p cc~ l e c~;~ t 0 the in~rov is ctl 

GltGr i n t estino;y cf their c ~nve rsi un ~u rin~ the c 0u r s c c f t he. c vcninc , 

Re v . GcorgE. Scrtt , who c,Ple t o :'f:-'.:no.sku 1s ·c::. yc,un c Ccn[r<,[ ':lt i on c. l n i n·· 

istcr i~ 1871 , was o.ss i ~netl t o or co.n iz e a church ne~ r Ccvin r t c n . Ht s fir s: 

sc r Lee s w~rc held in a l oc schoolhouse while the Loney an d l ab o r f , r a ch~ :-~l 

wore l ~inc s ecu r ed . 

l"o.ny of the CTc.n in huvc reu c Scc,tt ' s c cmc: r cp~ti on hoc'.n 1 t hc:1 r c: '°' scrm c1n 

for yeo.rs , sc, it wo.s natured , in this rustic cnvir orr\cnt tho.t they sh ou l c: b ::: 

slow in nc1 j ust in g: thcCTsc lvc s t c c onventi onal chu rch c~cr: o rtrr,ent . One:. 0f t h ,.::..,• 

worst hG.bits c onsis te ,' •) i chewin; t oba cc o ('uri ne ev e ry wakin ,; r ,. inut c . The,v 

CV(:;11 insistec1 ur on bringinc a libcra 1 s uprly of it t c church nc c ti n ;" f . The 

sch oo l h ouse flc0r, ,1u r i n:-: these c,c ca s i r,n s , se rve .: as a cus11 i c~ cr . 

··:hen t ht: con c; r ecnt i on hc.C:: novu;, int c: the n ewly built ch urc h , thC: r:,cmb,,rs 

sttll insiste c"'. en chewinc. . Reverend Scott, in dcsr e r o.tic•n , :;e cic7. c c7. to ,'o , -:::.:.~ 

th i ng, about it . ~C• , ,,n one s ·c: n c''.J.y n ornin r; , h e o~·E, u orJ h i s SOI:'il. On by so.yinc : 

,, J"9.ny of yr-u ncn uso.2 to chew t obo.ccc cn 2 s r i..t o. 11 eve r the fJ. c1c r in i h,: 

schoolhouse . I :'.. i c:n ' t s o. y o.nyth i n[ a.bout it nt tlc tiuc , but now tha t v,e ::.rs 

in €, new r hu. rch I wish y :-,u woul c: Y1 1 t ,1 o i t . I know it will be c'iffi0ult f nr 

son" oi you. , but you. can surely o. rrung:o to r;ivc, up chEwin::: f or 3:1 hc,ur if 

you. wC\nt to . 


