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GOUNTRYSCHOOL LEGAC'Y: 
'Humanities on tlu? "Frontier 

Project Director-Andrew Gulliford 

Media Director-Randall Teeuwen Exhibits Director-Berkeley Lobanov 

HISTORIC SITE FORM 
~ } / . f 

State . ./ t--C~&?-:::Z 42 < County .<~ -£~'27' , _ 

Lopa tion { in miles &, ay:ecti~n fro~ :1ear;es; town) 7 ~ ---::z::na:4z;.,,, 
_J+-,rcv½ <t<16,.,£4<~ ~ "-<l4<?:1<!Ji: d.£( ,. ) /.< d&--c · 
Is this the original location? CJJ-::c: ·~ ----'"";77+---------------

Name of building & origin of name ~ .-,,~.L:td~ 
~ 

Name & number of the district~&'~ al]~ # q 
Date built A-~ ~~,,._, Years in use dJtJL-:n£ ~. 
Who built it? A contractor or the community? 11{&::71Jt- ~,.;('~ ..1 

Does it look like it came from a plan book or was it designed by 
th e c omm un it y? th.--ivt..~ ,/42. a.A- b , 

(I 

Who is the owner? ~ ~~ 
SPONSORED BY THE MOUNTAIN PLAINS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Serving Kanaa1, Colorado, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming 
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Architectural Features: 

Size of building ·--=-======--. -----------------
Number of Windows six pane, etc.) (,'.'., ~,..._...;;..:;;...:;.....:;;,.__r,..:i....._: __ _ 

Number of doors (entrances) ;2__ _ __;;;; _______________ _ 
Number of classrooms / ---------------------
Be 11 tower or cupola ___ 2;Z ___ /B---7,~"---'~~=g-___,,1"----------------
Materials used brick, stone, etc.) -----------
'J.'ype of roof :::,;;;:~ .~ 

0 u thous es _ _J2.o2--~ ------~ ..£:~:::l2~.......:..--,,9,~-,---~---,,-....---..,...,..--c---,,--..,..,----,_/) 

Playground Equipment __ -=-~ :--':....=;..=.-+-~ c:er,-rr-,~=:"'1"""1~ -rl-,t':7"7:7'=-"7":'""~ 

Color of building & trim_-,,4..,~~r..:;;.J:.:::.:::::_...c...~~~~~~~~---

e al sh~ or stable_~/_ .....,..~"'-'-"=..:;..;;::;;..!;,..l,,,,d..::Z.:;i_.,:;._ _________ _ 

Teacherag~e ____ _____________________ _ 

Black & white photo taken: yes-t::_no __ _ 

Old photos available: yes...£_.no __ _ 

Does the building have any state or national historic designation? 

~CVvtj---~~r/J~ ,#- q (~ 
Name & address of surveyor})zfk .£~ /T, ~ dat~ 9,/'1J'o_ 

sq.s-~= >~' tJ?~.:t:.P 



Other Special Events 
Stringtown School Dist r ict f/9 Sarpy Co . 

The porch on f ront of the schoolhous e wa s used at noon 

for all to sit and eat lunch from their lunch pails . Many 

top ics discussed here at noon . 

The porch had a crawl area under it . One day a mother skunk 

and her babies deci de d to make the ir home . 'l1he school had to 

be closed as a result . 

A rabi e s dog (c a ll ed mad dog in thos e days) cfil1e t o s chool . 

A scare of the neighborhood. i,Jhen it wandere d to our farm , my 

mother s hot and killed it to protect our animals . 

A boy ran a b arb ea wire into his t1~oat while coa sting down 

a steep hil l, west of t ne school building . Th e pupils fa otened 

the two barbed wires togeth er we could co as t under for a 

long er ride . i/Jire s came loose result an accident . 

The sarne boy was b i tten by a rattlesnake at school . Old 

time remedy was used . 'rhe same boy is a man of age ei[;t1ty , 

still living and a c ti v e . He has done some invent i n g and now is 

improving on inventions . 

'11here were spills, thrills, et c . in those days . A buy 

sometimes rode his horse to scho ol , it w,;.s t 1·ained to g o b c::. c K 

home . The te a che r liked horses and alwa y s wanted to ri de h i s 

horse . One day he cons ent ed , put her on the b ~re b ct ck horse 

but in.;t ead of giving her trie b ridl e , he took it off, slapped 

the horse on the rump . ~-:;e sul t -- the h orsi::; st ar te d f'or home, 

the teacher fell off and broke her a r m. 

E.unnin[; races b a c kward in the ro a d going home was very 

com:mon . One night , a snake decided to cross tne road as Purllin g 

was well in progress . Result - -the l ead girl steppea on i t 

vJhich scared her so b adly that clas smates t h ought she was going 

to faint . i; fter t ha.t , the game was p .L ayed d.if1·er·ent l~/ •. 

Pupils going to school saw the thre e convicts w&lkins th e 

,,o ck I s ..1. anct Rai lro ud tra cks . 'l'he;y tried to g o to the main country 

b y way of a fiel d road ocross t he tracks . Sn ow d:cifts to deop 

in tha t area so Ghey we:ct on n eadow area ( just a ciepot , s e1J].c:tpnure 
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one hous e there at that time) they went; t o a ro act east; or t he 

cl.epot into the country where l ater , Roy Blunt , a f armer was 

kilj_ed as -r; ney _nacte him drive them . He used a box wagon 

so they coula hide in it . Result - - farmers and -r;wo convicts 

Kilj_ea . \ Roy Blunt; w&s my uncl e b,1 marriage 1 • 

We h ad a boy who rode a yearl i ng cal r tu school t;hrough 

the wooas .Lor 2~ miJ_es . We had s cnoo.L hours ';;l : 00 A. M. unti J. 

q.: u0 P. L . , t 4: uO P. l"l . , sometimes ea1•J_i er , -r; he caJ.f woul d 

be waiting 1'or h.i.s rid.e:c . 11JO brictle , just cr:i11· and boy . 

Vie used -r;o go to neignb or ing farm nous es -r;o get b · k ing 

sod.a to gl v e a sick gir J.. She di ed in ner .L a Le t t;eu.:, 1'.1· om a 

heart attacK . 

We carried water in a bucke t f rom this same f a rm for the 

te a cher and pupils to drink . We did not hav e a well on school 

gr ound . We all u s ed the same dipper to dr ink t he water . · 

We had double desks at school , s ome had lift up noisy caps . 

We h ad an organ t o use t o sing with ; als o a pot bel l ied stove 

for heat with cobs to start fire , wood u sed during the day and 

coa l t o b ank f ire a t night so tha t there would be coals to start 

fire faster in the cold mornings . 

On Friday afternoons , after the l ast reces s , we c t1os e up 

sides f or ciphering or spell down wh en teacher pronounced words 

or Rai lroad spelling was most desired. 'rhose pupils at their 

desks , solved problems given a s well a s t hose a t t .1e ch&lk 

board? (Bla ckboards , made of slate) Al so , they wrote spelling 

as we ::i.l as t hose who w:ere standing . Ev eryon e worked . 

Course of study was used throughout t he ;:-:,tate . Gr ade eight 

students had t o take t wo day of t ests (15 subjects) and .fS- ss 

t hem b efore they could go to High School . These were giv en in 

the closest t own in t he county to the sch ool . St r ingtown pupi l s 

went to Springfield . 

'Ehe green horn country school children did not know where 

to g o i n Tcwn school a s t hey~d never been tnere befor e . ~ os t 

passed t he first t ime, those th cJ t did not, t ooK t he eighth 

grade over . Teachers and pupils worked hard fo r t hese test s 

(Compl exes and t nera{)is t s not heard of in those aays ) 
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I .t•emember , we were some of the first to ge t telephone~. 

My f ather was repair man f or them . 'I'e lephones were great h elp 

to the peopl e in those days . 

At the end of the school year , the pupils were awarded 

f or perfe ct at t endanc e , the b e st pen.man , and sometimes other 

achi evements at the la~ day of school picnic. 

St ormy wint er days were spent insi de t he school r oom with 

chalkbo::ird games for some . My girlfriend played t he organ 

b y ear ,nev er had a musi c lesson) . ihe teacher would teach 

us to da..YJ.c, , (those t hat wanted to l earn ) . I remember , ·,.re had 

one teacher who knew all the 1atest aances . We were r eally 

elated. ov er t hat because i n our comrnunity , we had country dancing 

every 0aturd.ay night a t s omeones I home . People tool[ turns and 

everyone looked forward t o t he fun or dancing . The non- danc ers 

pJ.ayect cards . 

A deaf man took care of small cnildren and babies with 

entertainment , lat er , putting -chem down to sl eep for t ne evening 

until danc ing , etc . , was over . vhij_dren went with their 

parent s , w s so customary in t ho se days . They knew how t o act 

like li ttle l aaies and gem::; lemen too . i.-{owdyism was nev er al .Lowed 

at these parties in tnose days, t he host and hostess seen ~o 

that . 

Have some sci1.ool p ictures , bt , endance cert.Lflc,ites , -ceacners 

contrac-cs e tns •. 

suorrnttcd try : Hrs . :wu A • .uietze 
~4~ Angus utree -c 
Uretna , ~ebraska oou2o 
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