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Thank you for reviewing this manuscript. When you are ready to complete your review, 
please fill out the form below and upload it to OpenSpaces (as per the instructions you 
received by email). Be advised that this form will be made visible to the writer[s], so you 
should take care not to include your name or any other identifying information. 

Part 1: Score Sheet 
First, please indicate a score on a scale of 1 through 5 for each of the following aspects 
of the manuscript. (1 = Poor, 5 = Excellent) 

Abstract: Is the abstract concise, understandable, and representative of 
the manuscript’s contents? 
Score:____________ 

Introduction: Does the introduction clearly articulate the writer’s purpose 
(or, if more appropriate to the discipline, the problem or research question 
to be addressed)? Does it offer a clear thesis? If appropriate to the 
discipline, does the writer offer a literature review of current scholarship in 
this area, making the writer’s unique contribution clear? 
Score:____________ 

Originality: Does the writer offer an original argument? Is it clear what this 
work contributes to the specific topic addressed and to the discipline 
overall? 
Score:____________ 

Method: Does the writer employ a methodology appropriate to the topic 
and the discipline? Whether employing quantitative, qualitative, or another 
discipline-specific approach, does the writer execute this approach with 
quality and clarity? 
Score:____________ 



Discussion and Conclusion: Are the writer’s findings and interpretations 
presented and supported appropriately and thoroughly? Does the writer 
articulate the implications and limitations of these findings (if applicable)? 
Score:___________ 

Style: Does the writer clearly document and cite any sources used 
throughout the essay, both in-text and in the References (or Bibliography, 
Works Cited, etc.)? If the writer has included additional supporting 
documentation as appropriate to the discipline (e.g., appendix, dataset, 
etc.) are these employed and executed appropriately? If documentation to 
verify ethical practices is required (e.g., IRB), is this documentation 
completed thoroughly and appropriately? 
Score:____________  

Overall: Does the overall style and quality of the writing befit a scholarly 
journal that publishes outstanding student writing? Would this manuscript 
be an A-level paper in a 400-level class? 
Score:____________ 

Part 2: Decision 
Next, please write an “x” to indicate your decision from the following options: 

Accept:_____________ 
• With major revisions___________ 
• With minor revisions___________ 

Reject:______________ 
 

Part 3: Reviewer Comments 
Finally, whether you recommend acceptance or rejection, please explain your decision 
below and (if applicable) offer some comments for the writer how this manuscript might 
be improved. If you’re requesting revisions, please be as specific as possible so that the 
writer might complete these revisions in a timely manner. 


